
Photo Retouching in Photoshop - 2025 Checklist

[ ] Open image and duplicate the background layer

[ ] Clean up spots and blemishes with Healing Brush or Spot Healing Tool

[ ] Use Frequency Separation to smooth skin while keeping texture

[ ] Brighten eyes and whiten teeth naturally

[ ] Dodge & Burn to add depth and shape to the face

[ ] Adjust overall color with Selective Color or Color Balance

[ ] Use Curves or Levels for contrast and tone

[ ] Sharpen for print or web output

[ ] Add a slight vignette for mood (optional)

[ ] Zoom in and out to double-check details

[ ] Save in PSD format for future edits

[ ] Export in the correct format (JPEG, PNG, etc.)

[ ] Use Generative Fill for background fixes (Photoshop 2025)

[ ] Try Neural Filters for fast face editing

[ ] Avoid common mistakes like over-smoothing or over-whitening

[ ] Practice on duplicate layers to keep original safe


